[Chemotherapy associating mitomycin C, thiotepa and vindesine in advanced breast cancers. Study of 100 cases (author's transl)].
One hundred patients suffering from advanced breast cancers and resisting to one (15) or several (85) drugs previously administered have been treated by an association of mitomycin C, thiotepa and vindesine, given every 3 weeks. Toxic effects were frequently observed and it was necessary to stop the treatment in more than 25 p. cent of the patients. Hemorrhagic complications due to thrombopenia (50 p. cent of cases) were severe in few cases and were responsible for the death of 2 patients. An overall objective response has been obtained in 41 cases and a regression in more than 50 p. cent of the lesions with a median duration of 7.5 months has been observed in 15 cases. The most striking effects have been noted in lymph nodes and skin involvement with an appreciable effect on the functional (subjective) and painful syndrome in 60 p. cent of cases. Difficulties in applying this chemotherapy to patients who had already been heavily treated explain a toxicity which would probably be reduced by an earlier application of the treatment. The quality of the results obtained (here) with these patients incite to study the effect of this association primarily to improve the long-term prognosis of localized or already disseminated breast cancers.